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Good evening and welcome back 
to the Moat Ground. Tonight, we 
host Kimberley Miners Welfare, 
and we extend a warm welcome 
to everyone associated with them 
on their visit to South Derbyshire 
for this evening’s UCL Premier 
Division North clash.

Saturday’s thrilling 4-4 draw 
at Newark gave us plenty of 
positives to build on, but it’s fair 
to say the result left us feeling a 
little deflated. After being 2-0 and 
4-2 up, conceding two late goals 
(in the 89th minute and then in 
stoppage time at 90+5) was a 
tough pill to swallow. Speaking 
to a few of the lads afterward, 
the result felt more like a defeat 
given the way it unfolded, 
although before kick-off, we 
probably would have taken a 
point.

Our next two home matches 
present a great opportunity to 
get our season back on track. 
On Saturday, we face Deeping 
Rangers, who are currently 
bottom of the table, and with 
tonight’s opponents also below 
us, it’s tempting to hope for two 
positive results. 

However, we’ve struggled 
against teams in and around us, 
so nothing is a given in football!

On a brighter note, our U18s 
have had a fantastic start to the 
season, particularly in the FA 
Youth Cup. They’ve advanced 
through four rounds already, 
and on Thursday, they travel 
to Newcastle Town for the third 
qualifying round—the furthest our 
youth team has ever gone in the 
competition. 

Fingers crossed the lads can 
keep the momentum going and 
make the club proud as they 
aim to go even further in the 
competition. 

Thank you, as always, for your 
unwavering support of the club.

Up the Rovers!
Gaz
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Football can be so frustrating. 
We were just a minute or so 
from claiming a remarkable three 
points away at one of the league 
high-flyers and we conceded a 
goal meaning we had to settle for 
a point.

Most of us Rovers supporters 
would have gladly settled for a 
share of the spoils before the game 
as Newark are on a remarkable 
unbeaten run of 13 games 
unbeaten in all competitions so 
credit to them, they are a pretty 
useful outfit.

And so it proved when they clawed 
themselves back twice from a two 
goal deficit.

With a little more luck we would 
have scored a fifth before they 
started their fight back. Jamie 
Sleigh was adjudged to have been 
offside when there was a defender 
very nearly standing on the goal 
line.

That was just one of the 
“interesting” decisions from the 
officials. Another was flagging 
offside as Sleigh ran from behind 
his marker - not impressed!

There were too many of those 
sorts of decisions and to be fair, for 
both sides. I’d forgotten about the 
sin bin until Alby was given a ten 
minute break for pushing away a 
defender who was backing into him 
at a corner.

You see that almost in every game 
on Match of the Day and even 
wrestling the opposition away 
but the referee never seems to 
take any action. For me the sin 
bin is a bit of a waste of time and 
debatable if it should be got rid off.
For the final few minutes Newark 

threw everything except the kitchen 
sink at our defence and they were 
struggling to clear the ball. If only 
someone could have put a big boot 
on the ball and lumped it way down 
the pitch and into the corners, but 
that’s easy for me to say.

Still overall it was a very good 
performance from Rovers and 
anyone at the game would surely 
have seen the signs of us starting 
to get into some sort of form.

What we don’t want tonight is 
another ‘after the lord mayors 
show’ performance. We need to 
start to string a few winning games 
together. 

You’re probably hearing a lot 
about raising money to purchase 
a mini bus for the club. The costs 
of travelling away to games for 
all our teams is getting more and 
more expensive so having our own 
transport would be a great help.

We are looking for donations and 
especially from local businesses.
We have some brilliant supportive 
sponsors who give generously so 
hopefully we could get a few new 
ones.

Please look out for and support if 
possible the fund raising events 
which will be coming up in the next 
few weeks.

I don’t like to mention it but 
Christmas if looming large on 
the horizon and I’d like to remind 
you that if you are thinking of 
purchasing any Rovers items 
especially replica shirts we have 
a few in the shop. These are on a 
first come first served basis.

If you we do not have the size 
you require you will need to order 

on line via the link on the club 
website.

The window is open now and will 
close on 20th October to enable 
your order to be delivered by 
December.

There are not just replica shirts 
on the website but also training 
garments. Keep looking as there 
will be new items added soon.   

editorial
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Gresley Rovers

Match Officials
Referee: Christopher Hodson
Assistant: Stephen Davies
Assistant: Martin Chilver

Jack Andrews

Louis Anthony

Nathan Banton

Fin Barker

Alex Britton

Jenson Cooper

Eli Christie

Ethan Goodfellow

Dylan Hunniford

Ste Hart

Ryan King

Alby Lansdowne

Kane Lee

Sam meakin

Will Robinson

Jamie Sleigh

Harrison Solomon 

Jacob sturgess

Louie Turner (GK)

Charlie Wood (GK)

Declan Brown

Daniel Dixon

Samuel Essien

Michael Fitzhugh

Rory Harrison

Jordan Haywood

Lewis Hill-Smith

Paul Johnson

Lewis Macrae

Benjamin Maxwell

Kai Moore

Benjamin Morley

Bijan Pakrouz

Lewis Partridge

Nathaniel Peters

Desmond Saane

Elijah Samuels

Oliver Seeby

Thomas Smith

Toby Thompson

Joshua Timson

Daniel Tuck

Lewis Weaver

Ryan Wheatley

Kai Wilson

kimberley mw

Fixtures

Shirebrook Town VS Belper 
United

 Wisbech Town 	VS Bourne Town

Manager: Carl Abbott Manager: Anthony Ward
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You’ve probably noticed the new artwork up on the 
top wall. Brightens that part of the ground up

I’ll Get Mi Coat

I’ve been reading a book on how 
ships are built - riveting!
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Carl Abbott
Manager

Jess
Wainwright

Physio
Sponsored by
Ian Collins

Paul Tomlinson
Asst Manager

Sponsored by
Borley’s 

ReadyMix

Sponsored by
Vckers Young

Dylan 
Hunniford

Sponsored by
Gary Norton

Alex 
Britton

Sponsored by
Stella Sounds

& Events

Nathan
Banton

Sponsored by
Leah & Lucas

Parker

Owen Barry
Coach

Sponsored by

Jake
Meakin

Sponsored by
Stuart & 
Audrey

Kane
Lee

Sponsored by
The Forest 

Gate

Albert 
Lansdowne

Sponsored by
Gresley Rovers
Supporters Club 

Jack 
Andrews

Sponsored by

Ryan
King

Sponsored by
Richardsons
Furnishers

Jacob
Sturgess

Sponsored by
Ryan Brockway

Charlie
Wood

Sponsored by
Stuart Hallam

Will
Robinson

Sponsored by

Finlay
Barker

Sponsored by
The Kinsey

Family

Louis 
Anthony

Sponsored by

Ethan
Goodfellow

Sponsored by
Rob Howe and
Jeanette Tipper

Jamie 
Sleigh

Sponsored by
South Derbyshire
Mining Preserva-

tion Group

Harrison
Solomon

Sponsored by

Louie
Turner

Sponsored by

Man-of-the-Match 
Sandiacre Game

Harrison Solomon chosen by 
the Gresley Rovers
Supporters Club

Jenson
Cooper

Sponsored by

Eli
Christie

Sponsored by
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Jack Andrews - Left sided central 
defender Andrews was a young 
professional at Nottingham 
Forest and counts Boston United, 
Eastwood, Quorn and Basford 
United among his former clubs.

Louis Anthony - Central defender 
Louis Anthony arrives at the club 
from Stone Old Alleynians. Louis 
has impressed in both of the 
club’s friendly fixtures so far in 
pre-season and has looked a big, 
strong, physical presence. Louis 
has good experience at the level 
and is a very solid addition to the 
developing squad.

Nathan Banton - Defender now in 
his second season with the club 
signed from Kimberley MW.

Fin Barker - Barker has signed 
for the club following a brief 
spell at Rovers early last season 
on loan from Solihull Moors. 
Despite a quite sensational debut 
performance at The Moat against 
Boldmere St Michaels, his loan 
spell was brought to a premature 
end by a nasty concussion 
suffered in the following game. 
Finn now links up with the club 
full time having moved away 
permanently from Solihull.

Alex Britton - Locally based 
player joins the club from 
divisional rivals Heanor Town, 
where he has been a mainstay 
in their side for the past few 
seasons. Britton, a former youth 
player at Burton Albion, had 
a brief loan spell with Gresley 
Rovers many years ago. His 
addition will bring valuable 
defensive stability and know-how 
to the club’s young, attack-
minded squad.

Eli Christie - Young defender 
recently signed from Grantham 
Town.

Jenson Cooper - The striker 

joins us from Shepshed Dynamo 
for a second spell at the club. 
He was part of last season’s 
squad for the latter end. Other 
clubs include Belper United, 
Redditch United, AFC Rushden 
& Diamonds, Walsall Wood and 
Shrewsbury Academy.

Ethan Goodfellow - Young player 
who has come through the Youth 
and Reserve ranks.

Ste Hart -  Forward Ste returned 
to Gresley in the summer. He 
is a big impact player and well 
known for a thunderous shot and 
accurate long passing.

Dylan Hunniford - Young youth 
team graduate Dylan is an 
exciting prospect who has made 
a notable impression. We are 
expecting further development 
from Dylan and believe he has 
a bright future at the club. Was 
voted supporters’ player of the 
year 2023-2024.

Ryan King - Kingy might just be 
the most naturally gifted at the 
club but unfortunately for him, 
injuries and misfortune have not 
been kind to him. He still has 
a little while to get back to full 
fitness, but the prognosis looks 
good. 

Alby Lansdowne – Another local 
lad who is popular with the Moat 
faithful returns to the club after 
a break. 

Kane Lee – A local lad who 
needs no introduction. Lee 
returns to the club after brief 
spells at Loughborough Dynamo 
and AFC Wulfrunians.

Jake Meakin - Young midfielder 
signed in close season.

Will Robinson - Defender recently 
signed from Sherwood Colliery.

Jamie Sleigh - Jamie Sleigh 
returns from Heanor Town 
with an incredible goal-scoring 
record, having netted 155 goals 
in 185 appearances. Jamie was 
disappointed by his short stint 
last term due and is eager to 
make a significant impact at the 
club.

Harrison Solomon -  Defender
Former Derby County u21 player 
who has just returned from a 
scholarship in the USA

Jacob Sturgess - Midfield. 
Another experienced player who 
names Belper Town, Bedworth 
United, Kettering Town, Carlton 
Town, Kidsgrove Athletic, Burton 
Albion as forner clubs.

Louie Turner - Goal keeper 
recently signed from Shepshed 
Dynamo

Charlie Wood – Young keeper 
who signed in the close season. 
from Uttoxeter Town.
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Management

Carl Abbott (Manager) Former 
central defender as a player who 
played in the Midland Alliance for 
Sandwell Borough, Halesowen 
Harriers and Alvechurch before 
moving into management at 
the age of 28 following serious 
injury. UEFA B coaching award 
holder who enjoyed a lengthy 
and hugely successful period 
as manager of Wolverhampton 
Casuals which saw him land 
the much sought-after Hinckley 
job. Another lengthy spell linking 
up with Paul Tomlinson yielded 
strong league campaigns, cup 
wins, and significant FA Cup and 
FA Vase runs, before a step up in 
levels with Market Drayton Town, 
Quorn, Evesham United and AFC 
Wulfrunians.

Paul Tomlinson (Assistant 
Manager) Former professional 
player with Sheffield United 
who was once subject of a 
transfer approach from ‘big’ 
Jack Charlton when manager 
at Newcastle United. Played for 

Stafford Rangers and Halesowen 
Harriers before moving into 
management and coaching. 
Previously Assistant Manager 
at Alvechurch, Halesowen Town 
and Evesham United, before 
linking with a former player of his 
in Carl Abbott, and subsequently 
becoming his long-term number 
two through lengthy and hugely 
successful spells at Hinckley, 
Quorn, Market Drayton Town and 
a second spell with Evesham 
United.

Jess Wainwright  (Physio)

Owen Barry (Coach)

Craig Hill (Goalkeeper Coach)

Everybody is in need of a break and in a few months, we hope to be able to get some normality 
back, please consider Colliery Lane Lodges in Linton as they have a fantastic set up ideal for the 

family – Discuss with Pete Robinson for more detail,

Focused sponsor is 
Colliery Lane Lodges
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Kimberley Miners Welfare Football Club was formed 
in 1926, one year after the opening of the Miners 
Welfare. Early years was spent playing at the Mill 
Field, approx 1⁄2 mile North of Digby Street. In 1932 
KMWFC moved to the new recreation ground, Digby 
Street, situated adjacent to Digby Colliery and its 
cricket ground.Initially, Digby Street was solely a 
playing field with teams changing in Tommy Bird’s 
(pronounced Tommy Bod’s, in the local dialect) front 
room.

 It was a lengthy walk, for players and officials to 
Digby Street, because Tommy lived in a house 
supplied for workers, on site, at the Giltbrook 
Leather Works. In
the late 1950s, changing facilities moved, to the 
Miners Welfare Bowling Alley underneath the 
building, which meant an even longer walk for 
players and officials! KMWFC have played at Digby 
Street for 81 years but, it hasn’t been continous. 

The club played at the Wolsey Sports Ground for 
1 season, 1974/75 (situated were Sainsbury’s Car 
Park now is, in Kimberley Town Centre), because 
the construction of the new A610 Eastwood and 
Kimberley Bypass took away part of the ground and 
made it unusable. 1982 was a key year in the history 
of the club as the present chairman Neil Johnson 
took on the role of chairman from his father. It wasn’t 
until the 1995/6 season that changing facilities 
were provided on the ground. A £7,500 grant from 
the National Lottery, and an equivalent generous 
donation from Chairman Neil Johnson, enabled 
the club to buy, transport and erect, the unwanted 
changing rooms from Calverton Cricket Club.

This was around he time of the clubs most 
successful period on the pitch under the leadership 
of Paul Horry Kimberley won all 4 trophies available 
to them. Paul Horry left and was replaced on a 
caretaker basis by Steve Hobster. Don Munn took 
charge before the appointment of George Hulley. 
The joint management of Alf Stacey and Steve 
Towle took charge in the early 2000s. 

The pair resigned a few years later when Kimberley 
then turned back to the successful George Hulley 
who remained in charge until 2014, standing 
down following the clubs best season in a decade, 
finishing runners up in the Notts Senior League and 
gaining promotion to the East Midland Counties 
League, the highest level the football club have ever 
played at. 

In 2014 KMW appointed Paul Rawden and Dino 
Labbate as the clubs new first team management. 
In the summer of 2015 the club made a number 
of changes of the pitch with Brian Franks and 
Malc Burton as well as the appointment of a New 
Secretary and Development Officer. In September 
2015 Paul Rawden resigned his position and 
was quickly replaced by ex Ashby and Stapenhill 
Manager Tony Hemmings.
Despite a positive start results turned and club 
parted company with Hemmings. Club Captain 
Martin Lench was appointed as Manager along 
side the long serving Andy Miller until the end of the 
season. 

The duo retained the clubs EMCL Status. In June 
2016 Welfare announced the appointment of Ian 
Deakin as joint manager along side Martin Lench. 
Deaks joins the club was vast experience of non 
league football as the club look to reach the FA Cup 
for the first time in their history, developments to 
allow to the club and town to fulfil its potential. 

The aim was met as Deakin stood down as 
manager. The club turned to the vastly experienced 
team of Andy Alls, Luke Humphreys and John 
Humphreys to lead the club in the 2017/18 season. 
In April 2018 Alls stepped down due to personal 
reasons and the club turned to Luke Humphreys 
with the support of John Humphreys and Tim Lee 
to see out the season. Humphreys was given the 
job on permanent basis and he brought in former 
Borrowash and Holbrook Manager Marko Markelic 
as joint manager ahead of the 2018/19 season. 

The management team resigned at the end of the 
season to move to pastures new. In May 2019 
the club appointed the team of Anthony Ward and 
Graham Furnell from Basford United to take charge 
of first team affairs. From the 2021/22 season the 
club have moved to the United Counties Football 
League. The 2021/22 saw the club become 
Champions of the United Counties League Division 
and as such gain promotion the United Counties 
Premier League, the highest level of football in the 
clubs 96 year history. The club also smashed our 
previous record attendance with a crowd of 742 
against Nottingham Forest U23s in the Notts Senior 
Cup

Kimberley Miners Welfare history
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This game had almost everything, eight goals, a 
disallowed goal for an offside which wasn’t, the 
woodwork struck, and a penalty saved.

There was a good following from Gresley who would 
have been extremely happy with a point before the 
game but travelling home later it must have felt like 
a defeat as Rovers were a minute or so of taking all 
three points off another highflying side.

Rovers started well and were in front on 9 minutes. A 
cross to the far post eventually was cleared to Jamie 
Sleigh who hit a superb side volley which beat home 
keeper Jake West all hands down. It got even better 
7 minutes later when Ryan King’s quick break saw 
him lay the ball on for Kane Lee who took his chance 
well to beat West.

On 29 minutes the home side were handed a lifeline 
as the referee awarded a very soft penalty. Alby 
Lansdowne was adjudged to have pushed a Newark 
player as he backed into the Rovers player at the 
near post awaiting a corner. To make things worse 
Lansdowne was sent to the sin bin for 10 minutes. 
However, justice was seen to be done as keeper 
Louie Turner saved the resulting penalty kick by 
Matty Clark.

Newark went close to reducing the deficit a couple 
of minutes later with Ryan Rushden heading over a 
simple chance from another corner.

Just before the break Newark did reduce their deficit 
when a long throw to the far post was headed home 
by Louis Czerwak. Four minutes later they were 
level when Rushden, left in acres of space, headed 
powerfully home from just inside the box.

The home side were celebrating clawing their way 
back into the game when Lee fought for the ball over 
in the right corner before sending over the perfect 
cross for Louis Anthony to head home. Newark 
looked shellshocked as the whistle ended the half.

Rovers made two changes for the start of the 
second half with Alex Britton replacing debutant Eli 
Christie and Jacob Sturgess, Jake Meakin.

Another chance for Rovers came on 49 minutes with 
Lee trying another of his long-range lobs which flew 
just over the bar with West well out of his goal. But 
Rovers didn’t have to wait long to regain their two-

goal advantage again. Sleigh played an inch perfect 
through ball slicing the Newark defence in half for 
King to run onto and he cooly finished slipping the 
ball past the onrushing West.  

Rovers should have extended their lead when Sleigh 
netted the ball from close in but the officials made a 
very dubious decision deciding he was offside even 
though a defender was standing on the goal line at 
the far post. Sleigh was devastated and very angry 
to have been denied a perfectly good goal which 
would have put his side three goals in front.

On 67 minutes Newark went close with an almighty 
scramble in the Rovers box but somehow the ball 
stayed out of the net. A minute later Rovers made 
another change with Jenson Cooper replacing King.

Rovers were having the better of the chances with 
Lee firing narrowly over from the left, Fin Barker 
hitting his shot straight at West and Sleigh volleying 
wide and then straight at the keeper.

Newark went close themselves with a shot blazed 
over when well-placed and Smith crashing the 
base of the post. On 89 minutes substitute Cooper 
was inches away from scoring denied by the toe 
of West’s outstretched leg as the front man burst 
forward.

For the final few minutes Rovers were having 
to repel a heavy onslaught on their goal but 
unfortunately for them their defence was breached 
on 90 minutes when Joe Braithwate managed to find 
the back of the net and just when Rovers thought 
they were home and hosed the home side scored an 
unlikely equaliser.

Instead of hitting the ball as far from their goal as 
possible Rovers were struggling to clear it and a 
cross was headed home in the fifth minute of added 
on time by Ryan Smith with his teammates and 
supporters celebrating like they’d just won the title so 
was their relief of snatching a point at the end. 

Anyone witnessing this game as a neutral would 
have been hard pressed to have know which team 
was at the top end and which was at the bottom end 
of the table with nothing to separate them in the end.

newark town match report
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SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:
SOUTH DERBYSHIRE MININGSOUTH DERBYSHIRE MINING

PRESERVATION GROUPPRESERVATION GROUP

AGE:

28
PLACE OF BIRTH:

DERBY
NICKNAME:

SLEIGHDOG
HOBBIES/INTEREST OUTSIDE FOOTBALL:

EVERY SPORT

ANY SUPERSTIONS
 PRE GAME:

FAVOURITE FOOD 
PRE GAME:

LEFT BOOT/SHIN PAD
BEFORE MY RIGHT 

OMELETTE

PLAYING POSITION: 

PREVIOUS CLUBS:

STRIKER

HEANOR TOWN, STAFFORD RANGERS

PRO TEAM SUPPORTED GROWING UP: DERBY COUNTY 
FAVOURITE FOOTBALLER/HERO: WAYNE ROONEY

WORST FOOTBALL MEMORY:

PENALTY IN SHOOT OUT TO KNOCK
BUXTON OUT OF THE FA CUP

FAVOURITE FOOTBALL MEMORY:

MISSING SITTERS (GAMELY)

BEST GROUND PLAYED ON: CHESTERFIELD
BEST MATE IN FOOTBALL: ALEX BRITTON 

BEST FOOTBALLER PLAYED WITH: CHE ADAMS

PET HATE/DISLIKE:

FAVOURITE TV SHOW: FAVOURITE FILM:

FAVOURITE ACTOR:

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN/BAND:

FAVOURITE FOOD/MEAL: FAVOURITE HOLIDAY DESTINATION:

PERSON IN THE WORLD YOUD MOST LIKE TO MEET:

IGNORANCE

GAVIN AND STACEY THE WATERBOY 

ADAM SANDLER 

COLDPLAY

GREGGS BREAKFAST MAURITIUS

DAVID BECKHAM

JAMIE SLEIGHJAMIE SLEIGH

BEST FOOTBALLER PLAYED AGAINST: PAUL ANDERSON
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Email 
sales@sportsGDL.com

Telephone
01733 624422

11 Dale Close, Orton
Waterville, Peterborough

PE2 5HB
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We are excited to announce the launch of an important fundraising campaign to purchase a much-needed 
minibus for the club. This initiative aims to provide reliable transportation for all of the club’s various 
teams, as well as support community outreach efforts.
“Many clubs at our level of football have access to their own minibus, and as a board, we’ve been 
discussing for a while how great it would be to find a way to fund one of our own,” said club Chairman 
Gary Norton. “Given the tight finances that are common for non-league clubs, we don’t have the funds to 
pay for this ourselves, so we’ve decided to give a fundraising approach a try.”

Currently, the club’s various squads, including the First Team, Reserves, U18s, Ladies, Development, and 
Girls teams, rely on individual lifts when traveling to matches. This places a significant burden on players, 
parents, and club volunteers. By acquiring a dedicated minibus, the club can help improve these logistics 
and ensure our teams can focus on performing at their best.

Beyond benefiting the players, the minibus will also strengthen the club’s ties with the local community. 
When not in use by the teams, the minibus will be available to support community initiatives, such as 
providing transportation for local youth groups, elderly residents, or those with limited mobility. This will 
make the club’s resources more accessible and inclusive for the people of Gresley and surrounding 
areas.

The fundraising goal is set at £10,000, which will allow the club to purchase a suitable used minibus 
that can accommodate players, equipment, and additional passengers. This investment in the club’s 
infrastructure will have a lasting impact, enabling Gresley Rovers Football Club to better serve its players 
and the wider community for years to come.

Over the coming months, the club will be hosting various fundraising events to support the minibus 
campaign. The club kindly asks for the support of the local community, supporters, volunteers, and local 
companies. Donations of any size will contribute towards making this minibus a reality and improving the 
experience and accessibility of Gresley Rovers Football Club.

“Together, we can ensure our teams have the resources they need to succeed on the pitch and our 
community has access to a valuable asset,” added Norton.

For more information and to make a donation, please visit the justgiving page via the link

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/gresleyroversfcminibus

Mini Bus Fundraising Appeal
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We have 2 buildings for our club, one with a full sized boxing ring which is great for sparring. This 
has a mezzanine floor above that overlooks the ring with various exercise equipment including 

bikes, rowers, treadmills, weights etc. Suitable for all ages of all abilities. The second building has 
various punch bags hanging and wall mounted perfect for getting plenty of bag work and a very 

large floor area for pad work, skipping, weights, cardio based exercise and much more.
Anyone is welcome whether its to box, train or keep fit and exercise.

Gym Address: Woodhouse Street Woodville
Swadlincote, Derbyshire

DE11 8ED
Telephone: 07412 610958 / 07970 684294 / 07710 047637

Email: southderbysboxing@hotmail.co.uk
Facebook: South Derbyshire Boxing Academy
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The New Playing Kit
Available to order via the 

club website
www.gresleyrovers.com
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commercially speaking

We welcome Kimberley Miners 
Welfare to the Moat Ground 
tonight and hope you have a good 
journey home afterwards.
  
You will have hopefully have seen 
our appeal to crowdfund for a mini 
bus for the clubs various teams 
use. If you can donate please do, 
if you have a mini bus, you could 
loan the club, even better.

The new club sponsorship 
brochure is now available to 
download on the website and 
hard copies are available from 
the club. Please look at how you 
can help. 

We are especially looking for 
more advertisers in the 
programme. It is a great way to 
advertise your business and get 
new people involved.
 
There are plenty of opportunities 
for match sponsorship at the 
moment. Come have a great day 
out at the Moat, 10 tickets, name 
on the programme, social media 
exposure, drinks in the directors 
box and a great day out. 

We still have players & board 
members that are looking for 
sponsors and if your player 
leaves we will rotate to a new 
player for you as well.

If you are a business owner, 
why not get a board around the 
ground? Advertise your business 
here at the Moat.

Please keep an eye out on our 
social media for a new platform 
that will help you do online 

purchases of games, player 
sponsorships etc.
 
Hopefully some of you listened 
to the Sports Brew? Hope you 
enjoyed it and happy to take on 
any questions and we are also 
looking for a sponsor for the 
show? 

So let me know if you are 
interested don’t forget just google 
Burton Radio and you will find 
us or use the link on the club 
website.

Don’t forget easy crowdfunding 
when making those online 
purchases, every bit helps,

Any queries about sponsorship 
opportunities just give us a shout 
at the club and we will get in 
touch with you asap.

Corby & Brian  

Listen to the latest episode of “Rovers Return” which 
was broadcast on Monday evening from Burton Radio 
as part of their Local Sports Brew section. The show 
goes our live each Monday evening at 7pm and is 
repeated each Saturday at 2pm and can be access via 
Burton internet Radio station also known as Microbew 
radio via https://microbrewradio.com

Listen to the latest episode of “Rovers Return” which 
was broadcast on Monday evening from Burton Radio 
as part of their Local Sports Brew section.
 
You can also catch up on previous shows featuring Ian 
Collins and Steve Shrive.
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on this day 15th october 2011

Midland Football Alliance
Gresley Rovers 2 - 2 Causeway United
Hard Earned Point For Gresley

Manager Gary Norton had to make changes again 
to his starting eleven has injuries and absences took 
their toll.

New signing Michael Nottingham came in to partner 
Lee Barrow at the heart of the defence and Jordi 
Gough made an unexpected start after Adam 
Betteridge succumbed to an injury in the warm-up.

Richard Hanslow, who had missed the previous four 
games replaced the injured Royce Turville playing 
alongside Rob Spencer up front. Another new signing 
from Mickelover Sports Kyle Bryant took a place on 
the bench.

Both managers would have left this game thinking 
they could or rather should have taken all three 
points but to be honest a draw was probably the right 
result in what was an entertaining game with both 
sides playing good fast moving football.

Causeway showed why they are high-flyers in the 
league with Aaron Lloyd firing wide early on. Gresley 
replied with a good move as Marc Goodfellow picked 
out Matt Hill who in turn found Spencer who put his 
header over the bar.

The visitors took the lead on 12 minutes when Danny 
Priest got the better of Hill near the left bye-line 
and then somehow managed to fire his shot across 
Gresley keeper Gary Hateley and into thefar bottom 
corner of the net.

Gresley hit back almost immediately with Hanslow 
making a good run into the area bit his shot was 
palmed away by United’s keeper Tom Turner for a 
corner. From the corner the ball eventually came to 
Hanslow whose low shot into the area Nottingham 
stretching put the ball over the bar.

The home side drew level on 27 minutes. A great ball 
from Gareth Langford found Mickey Lyons over on 
the right and his cross was powerfully headed home 
by Hanslow from 7 yards.

Six minutes later Gresley took the lead when a 
powerful low shot from Spencer was flicked over the 
keeper by Hanslow.

As was expected United came back with Priest hitting 
the far post but their equaliser wasn’t long in coming. 

Craig Gregg was left to run into acres of space down 
the right easily beating the offside trap and his cross 
was smashed past Hateley by Sam Beasley.

Gresley were denied from taking the lead early in the 
second half when Gough’s run down the left ended 
with a shot that Turner pushed away to his left. 
Goodfellow was quick to react hitting a volley that 
crashed against the junction of bar and post.

Another chance came for Causeway but after making 
a great run into the box and getting into a very 
dangerous position Lloyd decided to do too much 
and Hateley denied him blocking his shot with his 
legs.

Gresley’s defensive frailties were beginning to show 
themselves again and Adam Meacham was allowed 
to run through the middle but the finish was poor 
firing well over the bar. Minutes later the Gresley 
back line was again sliced in two very easily this 
time by Lloyd but his shot was deflected away for a 
corner.

Lyons had a golden opportunity to give his side 
the lead once more when Hanslow’s shot was 
blocked and bounced out to the midfielder who 
disappointingly ballooned his shot from a good 
position over the bar.

Gresley didn’t seem to learn from their earlier 
defensive errors and a clever ball lifted over the 
backline saw Gregg race onto the ball before hitting 
a shot into the side netting much to the relief of the 
home supporters.

The hard working Spencer also crashed a shot into 
the side netting but the visitors could have snatched 
all three points deep into time added on when Rob 
Blair headed Bearsley’s corner narrowly wide.

1 Gary Hateley, 2 Matt Hill, 3 Jordi Gough, 4 Lee 
Barrow, 5	Michael Nottingham, 6 Gareth Langford
7 Mickey Lyons, 8 Marc Goodfellow, 9 Richard 
Hanslow, 10, Rob Spencer, 11 Tom Betteridge
Subs
12 Aaron Dillon for 8 - 86 mins
14 Jamie Barrett not used
15 Dean Oliver for 9 - 74 mins
16 Kyle Bryant for 11 - 67 mins
17 Darren Keeling (gk) - not used

Referee: M Johnson (Mountsorrell)
Attendance: 280
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2024-2025 results & line-ups
Date Opponents F A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6

270724 Boston Town H 1 2 270 Williams Britton  B Gough Lansdowne (c) Anthony Meakin

300724 Kimberley Town A 3 3 262 Williams Britton B Gough Lansdowne (c) Anthony Meakin

030824 Lichfield City   FA Cup Extra Preliminary Round H 4 2 282 Wood Okuonghae Anthony Lansdowne (c) Sturgess Meakin

100824 Lincoln United A 0 2 130 Wood Okuonghae Andrews Lansdowne (c) Sturgess Anthony

130824 Melton Town H 1 5 238 Wood Okuonghae B Gough Lansdowne (c) Andrews Robinson

170824 Sporting Khalsa FA Cup Preliminary Rnd H 1 1 216 Wood B Gough J Gough Lansdowne (c) Anthony Sturgess

200824 Sporting Khalsa FA Cup Preliminary Rnd Replay A 0 2 187 Wood Okuonghae B Gough Andrews Sturgess (c) J Gough

240824 Rugby Borough FA Vase 1st Qualifying Round A 1 4 91 Wood Sturgess B Gough Lansdowne (c) Townsend Meakin

260824 Heanor Town A 0 0 227 Wood Britton Robinson Lansdowne (c) Sturgess Meakin

310824 AFC Mansfield H 2 3 271 Sandel Britton Robinson Lansdowne (c) Sturgess Meakin

030924 Hucknall Town H 4 1 303 Sandel Okuonghae Meakin Lansdowne (c) Solomon J Gough

070924 Bourne Town League Cup Preliminary Round A 0 5 278 Sandel Kowalski Banton Lansdowne (c) Britton Robinson

140924 Shirebrook Town H 3 1 294 Sandel Solomon Robinson Lansdowne (c) Sturgess Andrews

170924 Belper United A 3 2 73 Sandel Solomon Andrews Lansdowne (c) Sturgess Britton

210924 Wisbech Town A 1 5 202 Turner Solomon Robinson Lansdowne (c) Anthony Andrews

280924 Harrowby United A 1 2 148 Turner Solomon Banton Britton Anthony Robinson

011024 Eastwood CFC A 1 1 109 Turner Solomon Banton Meakin Anthony Robinson

051024 Newark & Sherwood United H 0 3 318 Turner Solomon Banton Meakin Anthony Robinson

081024 Sandiacre Town (D S C 1st Rnd) H 5 0 110 Turner Solomon Banton Lansdowne (c) Anthony Meakin

121024 Newark Town A 4 4 263 Turner Solomon Banton Lansdowne (c) Anthony Christie

151024 Kimberley Miners Welfare H

191024 Deeping Rangers H

261024 Skegness Town A

021124 Bourne Town H

161124 Heanor Town H

231124 Hucknall Town A

301124 Sleaford Town H

071224 Newark & Sherwood United A

141224 Wisbech Town H

211224 Shirebrook Town A

261224 Ashby Ivanhoe H

040125 Belper United H

110125 AFC Mansfield A

180125 Lincoln United H

250125 Boston Town A

010225 Melton Town A

150225 Newark Town H

010325 Deeping Rangers A

150325 Harrowby United H

290325 Bourne Town A

050425 Skegness Town H

120425 Sleaford Town A

190425 Eastwood CFC H

210425 Ashby Ivanhoe A

Fixtures subject to change

Sutton Business Park, Proud Supporters of Gresley Rovers
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7 8 9 10 11 12 14 15 16 17 18
Hallil Hunniford Munday Lee Banton Sturgess Okuonghae Owen Goodfellow

Barker Halil Munday Lee Banton Sturgess  (8) Okuonghae (2) Hunniford (11) Sleigh (2)

Barker Hunniford Munday Lee Banton Goodfellow (7) Owen (8)

Meakin Hunniford Munday Lee Banton Gough (6) Britton (2) Kowaliski Halil (8) Goodfellow (11)

Lee Meakin Munday Sleigh Britton Sturgess Anthony Hunniford (8) Hallil (9) Kowalski

Andrews Meakin Sleigh Munday Banton Okuonghae (5) Kowalski (7) Dawkins (11)

Hunniford Meakin Sleigh Munday Banton Goodfellow (11) Kowalski (6) Halil (4) Owen (10) Dawkins (9)

Lee Hunniford Munday Burke Collins Andrews (10) Robinson (5) Greet (11) Banton (6)

Lee Hunniford Sleigh Munday Banton Kowalski (1) Greet Collins (7} Burke (6)

Lee Hunniford Sleigh Munday Banton Gough Kowalski Okuonghae (2) Barker (6) Owen (11)

Lee Huniford Sleigh Munday Collins Britton (3) Kowalski (10) King Hart (7) Dawkins (9)

Hunniford Meakin Sleigh Burke Collins Dawkins (9) Goodfellow (8) Owen (2)

Lee Hunniford Sleigh King Collins Banton (11) Meakin (3) Britton (7) Hart (10) Owen (9)

Lee Hunniford Sleigh Hart Collins Anthony (5) Banton (10) Meakin (4) King (11) Owen (9)

Meakin Hunniford Sleigh King Hart Sturgess (7) Banton (3) Goodfellow (11) Owen (8) Barker (10)

Lee (c) Andrews Sleigh King Barker Meakin (3) Hunniford (8) Owen Hart (10) Cooper (4)

Lee (c) Hunniford Cooper King Barker Sturgess (10) Dawkins Goodfellow Owen Kowalski

Lee (c) Hunniford Cooper King Barker Sturgess Britton (10) Lansdowne (11) Owen Sleigh (4)

Lee Hunniford Sleigh Barker Cooper 2 Sturgess (6) Britton (5) Dawkins (7) Goodfellow (11) Owen (3)

Lee Meakin Sleigh King Barker Sturgess (8) Britton (6) Goodfellow (11) Kowalski Cooper (10)

Sutton Business Park, Proud Supporters of Gresley Rovers
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I have unique circumstances that Corby understood where others wouldn’t dedicate  
the time I spoke to five other brokers when all I needed was Vickers Young. Kim 

A Mortgage is a loan secured against your home. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage or any other debt secured on it.  

Proud sponsors of  
Gresley Rovers 



  Gresley Rovers Pride of South Derbyshire - www.gresleyrovers.com

club shop

21

Gresley Rovers Black Polo Shirts 
M, L & XL £15

Gresley Rovers Pin Badge - £4

Gresley Rovers Club Scarf - £12.95 

Red, White & Blue Woolly Hat - £12,95

Black Beanie with Gresley Rovers in 
Gold Script £11 

Gresley Rovers Club Ties - £12.95

Gresley Rovers Snood - £12.95

Gresley Rovers Cap - £13

Gresley Rovers Childrens Caps 
Red, Blue and Pink - £5

Gresley Rovers Childrens Woolly Hats Red or 
Black - £5

Gresley Rovers Childrens Red Polo Shirts £10

Gresley Rovers Car Sticker - £1

Gresley Rovers Mug - £6.50

Gresley Rovers Fridge Magnet - £3

Gresley Rovers Zip Pulls £1.50

Gresley Rovers Button Badge 50p

We also have a few clearance items which are 
branded Gresley FC such as club badges, mugs 
money boxes,  and key rings etc.
We also have some hard back books and old 
programmes

The shop is open at 2.15pm  until kick off

Go to our website by using 
the QR code above.

Use the camera on your 
smartphone

£5 £6.50£12.95£12.95
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sandiacre town match report

Gresley Rovers 5 - 0 Sandiacre Town

On a horribly wet evening at the Moat Ground, 
Gresley Rovers strolled into the next round of the 
Derbyshire Senior Cup.

Rovers started well with Jamie Sleigh having a 
blistering shot tipped over the bar by visiting keeper 
James Roffey followed by Alby Lansdowne putting 
his effort wide of the post.

More pressure from the home side saw Jenson 
Cooper put through on goal but was denied by 
the legs of the keeper. Finlay Barker was causing 
problems for the visitors, and he went close cutting 
in from the left before having a shot well saved by 
Roffey but their was no stopping Rovers seconds 
later when Barker made another fine run down the 
wing and put a low cross into the box which slipped 
home at the far post to give his side the lead.

Rovers almost doubled their advantage on the half 
hour mark. A cross from the right was fumbled in 
the box by Roffey and not cleared leaving Sleigh to 
smash his shot goalwards only to see the ball crash 
off the near post.

A rare attempt by Sandiacre from Yaya Dembele 
needed to be dealt with by Rovers’ keeper Louie 
Turner who blocked the shot at the near post.

Sandiacre made several changes at the start of the 
second half, but it was still Rovers having the better 
of the play with Kane Lee forcing a good save from 
Roffey. Goal number two was the result of some 
good play from Rovers. Dylan Hunniford bursting run 
through the middle saw him pick out Sleigh to his 

right who in turn put the ball low across face of goal 
and Cooper was on hand to slam the ball home at 
the far post.

On 54 minutes Sandiacre went close with Farbod 
Yousefi forcing a save at Turner’s near post. 
Harrison Solomon was making run after run down 
the right and went close firing across the face of the 
goal.

A couple of minutes later the lights went out as an 
area power outage put everywhere in darkness. 
When the power resumed Rovers made several 
changes and they continued the pressure on 
Sandiacre and that pressure paid off as a result of 
another good run down the right and the ball played 
into the area for substitute Ethan Goodfellow to run 
onto before beating the keeper with his well struck 
shot.

Goal number four came from the penalty spot after 
Barker was upended in the area giving the referee 
no option but to point to the spot. The kick was taken 
by Sleigh who powered his shot straight down the 
middle giving Roffey.

Barker, who had caused the visiting defence 
problems, got a goal himself on 82 minutes making 
a blistering run from the left and ending the move 
with a well struck shot past Roffey.

With the game almost at an end the visitors had 
a couple of chances to decrease the deficit with 
Prestyn Moore’s well stuck shot coming off the bar 
and a corner from the left to substitute Limar Carlin 
who back heeled a clever flick that just flew the 
wrong side of the far post.
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Harry & Kath’s Bar
Gresley Rovers’s Social Club, known as 
Harry’s & Kath’s Bar, is situated in the 

Moat Ground and is open for all games 
Saturday’s and Midweek.

So why not join us for a drink when you 
visit Gresley Rovers

Payment by card is available.
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Brand New Boiler and Installation with 10 Year
Guarantee from just £42.00 a Month! 
30kW Combi Boiler with 10 Year Guarantee
Supplied and Fitted from £2100 
Finance Options Available Starting from - 
-from £41.95 a Month - 11% Interest Over 5 Years
-from £78.75 a Month - Interest Free for 2 Years
A Great Choice for Energy Efficiency with Rising
Gas and Electricity Price Hikes! 
Included in this Offer -
- 30kW Combi Boiler with 10 Year Guarantee
- Wireless Programmable Room Thermostat
- System Filter
- System Flush
- Fast and Efficient Installation

SPECIAL OFFER 
 LUXURY BATHROOM FOR ONLY £4500 Including VAT

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED by My Life Interiors! 
Finance Options Available

A Luxury Bathroom for ONLY £4500 with NO HIDDEN FEES!
What’s Included in our Package? 

� 1700mm White Bath or Walk-In Shower |� White Bath Panel and Waste Kit
� Glass Over Bath Screen |� Chrome Luxury Bath Taps 

� Chrome Thermostatic Shower or Electric 
� White WC Unit with Back to Wall Toilet & Soft Close Seat

� White Modern Sink Vanity Unit |� Chrome Modern Basin Tap and Waste 
� PVC Ceiling with LED Spotlights | PVC Wall Panelling (Huge Range of Colours)

� Luxury Laminate Flooring (Huge Range of Colours) | Chrome Towel Rail
� Chrome Trims |� LED Bathroom Mirror

*Based on a maximum Bathroom Size of 5sqm - Larger Spaces priced accordingly* 

MY LIFE INTERIORS 
& L.HARRISON PLUMBING & HEATING
Visit our Bathroom Showroom (open Mon-Sat)
Unit 2-3 Woodhouse Business Centre
Swadlincote
DE11 8ED 

01283  619674
  @mylifemidlandsltd

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM
DESIGN AND
INSTALLATION

40% OFF BATHROOM
PRODUCTS WITH THIS

FLYER!
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Good evening all and welcome 
to The Moat for tonight’s game. 
Hopefully now as the squad 
begins to settle and the stadium 
ban of Thommo has been lifted 
we can now start to galvanise and 
push on. Today’s visitors sit one 
place above us having played 
less games and have only lost 
three games to date.

We will be hosting a Ghoulish 
Bingo on October 19th following 
the Deeping Rangers game. All 
prizes will be paid out in cash and 
all proceeds go direct to the club. 
So come and join us for a night 
of entertainment regardless of 
age. There will be plenty for the 
children to do whilst the adults 
have their eyes down for a full 
house. The following event will be 
the Christmas Fayre and we are 
on the lookout for stall holders, 
regardless of what you sell you 
will be made more than welcome 
at our event.

The Supporters Club football 
team will play Briggs on 
November 3rd at The Moat 
Ground with a 15:00 kick off. 
It is free entry, and you are 
all welcome to get behind the 

team. The bar will be open as 
you will definantly need a drink 
after watching us play. We are 
also training every Thursday at 
Greenbank starting at 8pm. This 
gives us a chance to have a good 
laugh and run about. 

September’s club draw took place 
last Saturday and was our best 
one yet. We had 140 players 
and the payouts were huge, with 
Harrison Soloman taking home 
the top prize of £350. 

We continue to search for more 
entants to hit our 150 players by 
the end of the season. For £10 a 
month you are in with a chance to 
win fabulous monthly cash prizes. 
The next draw will be October 
26th following the Skegness 
game.

We are also looking for fresh 
ideas to support our fundraising, if 
you have something that youd like 
to see us do from Santa Fun Run 
to Bingo please let me know and 
we will plan it where possible.

Up The Rovers
Steve

Club Draw for September

£350 - 124 Harrison 		
        Solomon

£150 - 6  Ray Lock                                                                                                       
£75 - 64  Russ Roome                                                                                                                                 
£75 - 39 Matt Wildsmith
£50 - 91 James Smith
  

27

Supporters’ club

Gresley Rovers
Monthly Club Draw

(Drawn on the last Saturday of the month)

£10 Per Month Per Number

1st Prize £350
2nd Prize £150
3rd Prize £75
4th Prize £75
5th Prize £50

For more details or to join
Contact Steve Shrive

07792 461876
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The United Counties League covers an area 
including the English counties of northern 
Bedfordshire, northern Buckinghamshire, 
most of Cambridgeshire, southern Derbyshire, 
southern Leicestershire, most of Lincolnshire, 
western Norfolk, Northamptonshire, southern 
Nottinghamshire, northern Oxfordshire, Rutland, 
eastern Staffordshire, eastern Warwickshire and 
eastern West Midlands. 

It has a total of five divisions, three for first teams 
and two for reserve teams, but the reserves’ 
divisions were merged into a single division for the 
2013–14 season and remains so at present. Clubs 
in the Premier Divisions are eligible to enter the FA 
Cup in the preliminary round stages. The clubs in 
the league are eligible for the FA Vase, and there 
are knockout cups for the Premier/Division One 
clubs and for the Reserve Divisions clubs.

History
The United Counties League was formed in 1895 
as the Northamptonshire Junior League, dropping 
the ‘Junior’ one year later. It took its current name 
in 1934 as teams from other counties had long 
since been a part of the league. Over the years the 
UCL has ‘united’ teams from Northamptonshire, 
Rutland and Bedfordshire with those from 
parts of Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, 

Huntingdonshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and 
even Norfolk. 

Northampton Town joined the league in 1897 and 
became champions in their second season before 
moving up to the Southern League. They would 
become the league’s first former member to reach 
the Football League in 1920. In 1900 Bedford 
Queens became the first club from outside the 
county to join the league.The Football Association 
announced on 12 April 2021 that United Counties 
League would administer a new Step 5 division 
since the 2021–22 season after the scheduled 
National League System restructure had a one-
season postponement due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Step 5
The league has two divisions at level 9 (step 5) 
of the National League System (NLS). Member 
clubs take part in cup competitions organised by 
the county FA to which they are affiliated and other 
cup competitions. The north division has 20 clubs, 
feeding into the Northern Premier League Division 
One Midlands and East. The south division has 20 
clubs, feeding into the Northern Premier League 
Division One Midlands and Southern Football 
League Division One Central.

meet the Ucl
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UP NEXT

Deeping Rangers (h)
Saturday 19th October - 3pm

The last we played Rangers at 
the Moat was on 13th November 
2021 which ended in a 1-1 draw.
Ste Hart equalised with a trade 
mark rocket in the second half.

Fixtures subject 
to change

Heanor Town (h)
Saturday 16th November - 3pm

We first played Heanor Town 
way back on 2nd November 
1895 in the FA Cup (English 
Cup) 2nd Qualifying Round over 
125 years ago!
We lost the game 4-0.
The first league game was on 
4th February1922 in the Central 
Alliance. This one we won 4-1 
with goals from Warren, Baylis 
2 and Kendall.

Skegness Town (a)
Saturday 26th October - 3pm

Vertigo Stadium, 
Wainfleet Road, 
Skegness, 
Lincolnshire, PE25 2EL

Travel Time: 2hrs 30mins 
approx
 

Bourne Town (h)
Saturday 2nd November - 3pm

The league cup result at Bourne 
is one to be forgotten.

It would be good to right the 
wrong as they visit the Moat 
Ground, their first visit since 
11th March 1961
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Gresley Rovers were formed in 
1882 in the small mining village of 
Church Gresley, which is near to 
Swadlincote - the biggest town in 
South Derbyshire.

Their first ground was at 
Mushroom Lane in Albert Village 
a mile or so from Church Gresley 
and they played mainly friendlies 
and cup games for ten years 
before joining the Burton Junior 
League for the 1892/93 season. 
They won their first league title in 
the 1894/95 season eleven points 
clear of their nearest rivals in the 
Burton Junior League.

Rovers moved from the quaintly 
named Mushroom Lane ground 
(which they shared with the local 
cricket club Mushroom Lane CC) 
to the newly acquired Church 
Street Ground in time for the 
1895/96 season. They stayed at 
Church Street till near the end of 
the 1907/08 season when they 
had to move as the land was 
required for building and moved 
across the road onto the newly 
acquired Moat Ground - the 
ground they still play on today.

Six seasons from 1985/6 
Gresley finish 4th, 4th, 2nd, 3rd, 
lst and 1st. During that period 
they also won the Derbyshire 
Senior Cup on four successive 
occasions. Season 1990/91 
was a particularly good one for 
Gresley. In addition to the League 
Title and the Derbyshire Senior 
Cup win they also reached the 
final of the F.A. Vase and so had 
the honour of playing at Wembley. 
Their opponents were Guiseley 
and some National Newspapers 
reported it as ‘the most exciting 
Wembley Cup Final ever’. 
Unfortunately, they only drew 
before losing the replay. 

Paul Futcher was appointed 
manager with Garry Birtles, 
former England International, 
his assistant on 2nd November 
1995. The season 1996/7 was 
the best in the Club’s long history 
because in addition to retaining 
the Derbyshire Senior Cup they 
also won the Dr. Martens Premier 
Division championship. Rovers 
were unbeaten in their first 
seventeen league games (won 
10 drawn 7) and were league 
leaders for 31 weeks. The title 
was finally won with a 3 - 1 home 
victory against Gloucester City 
at the Moat Ground on April 26th 
1997.  Gresley Rovers became 
the first Derbyshire side and first 
village side to win this prestigious 
trophy, but ground grading 
meant that they were unable to 
gain promotion to the Football 
Conference.

After financial difficulties, Gresley 
Rovers liquidated at the end of 
the 2008–09 season, forming a 
new football club, Gresley F.C.

Gresley FC 

Gresley FC was formed in 2009 
and enjoyed a very successful 
first season in the East Midlands 
Counties League. The side, 
managed by Gary Norton, 
finished as runners up and 
therefore narrowly missed out on 
promotion. Gresley also enjoyed 
a long run in the FA Vase by 
beating Spennymoor, Dawlish 
and Long Buckby. The Dawlish 
tie in particular will live long in the 
memory as the original tie was 
abandoned in extra time and the 
Moatmen won the replay in South 
Derbyshire on penalties. The 
Vase run came to an end in front 
of the home fans in disappointing 
fashion at home to Whitehawk in 
the quarter-finals. 

2010-2011 Gresley’s second 
season as a club and also their 
second in the East Midlands 
Counties League saw another 
good FA Vase run getting to the 
last 32 and then going one step 
further from the previous season 
by winning the league after an 
exciting run-in. Being a few points 
behind the leading contenders 
Gresley could not afford to slip up 
again after an unexpected home 
defeat in early January if their 
dreams were to be realised. An 
amazing 20 game unbeaten run 
with the final 8 all victories saw 
Gresley crowned as champions 
and promoted into the Midland 
Football Alliance.

Season 2011-2012 saw another 
good run in the FA Vase reaching 
the last 16 and to top off a superb 
season Gresley achieved a 
remarkable back-to-back title 
success as they lifted the Midland 
Football Alliance title at their first 
attempt and promotion to the Evo-
Stik NPL Division One South. 

The first season back at level four 
was successful as Gresley settled 
into the Division One South. 
Gresley finished just outside the 
top ten in the league and reached 
the 3rd Qualifying round of the 
FA Cup. At the end of the season 
joint manager Gary Norton 
stepped down with Martin Rowe 
named as manager. 

30
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After losing their first two league 
fixtures of 2013-2014 and then an 
indifferent spell up to Christmas 
Gresley managed to stabilise 
their performances and ended the 
season in a creditable 9th place. 
However, in both the FA Cup and 
FA Trophy Gresley had good 
runs going out of the cup after 
forcing Conference South outfit 
Brackley Town to a replay after 
a good draw at St James Park in 
the 2nd Qualifying Round and in 
the Trophy they took Conference 
Premier side Wrexham almost 
all the way in the First Round 
Proper losing by the odd goal in 
three at the Racecourse Ground. 
In September 2014 Martin Rowe 
resigned and his assistant Wayne 
Thornhill was appointed as first 
team manager at the end of 
October.

Wayne, along with his assistants 
Jamie Barrett and Russell Peel, 
turned the season around and 
they finished in a creditable fifth 
place making the play-offs where 
they met Leek Town at Harrison 
Park who narrowly beat the 
Moatmen by a single goal. An 
appearance in the Derbyshire 
Senior Cup Final at the home 
of Chesterfield FC ended with 
Gresley as runners-up losing to 
Evo-Stik Premier side Matlock 
Town. At the beginning of 
September Wayne stepped down 
and Dave Langston appointed as 
caretaker manager. In October 
Scott Goodwin was appointed as 
manager with Jamie Barrett and 
Gary Rickets as his assistants. 
After a disappointing run of 
defeats Scott was released and 
Gary Ricketts appointed as 
player/manager assisted by Jamie 
Barrett and Dave Langston. The 
2015-2016 ended with Gresley 
in a disappointing 16th position. 
Ricketts stood down as manager 
and former Leicester Nirvana 

manager Damion Beckford-
Quailey appointed in the close 
season. Damion’s first season 
started well but the loss of three 
key players around Christmas 
time saw his side struggle for the 
rest of the campaign finishing in 
18th position.

His second season, 2017-2018 
was not much better but it ended 
in a disappointing manner when 
the manager, management 
team and most of the players 
left the club with just four games 
remaining and the danger of 
being relegated. Former Moat 
boss Gary Norton stepped in 
to steer the club to the end of a 
trying season and using a mixture 
of reserve and youth team players 
managed to keep the club in step 
4 finishing 17th. Norton agreed 
to take on the role of manager for 
season 2018-2019 and along with 
assistant Carl Slater and player/
coach Jamie Barrett have started 
to rebuild a side that hopefully be 
more competitive than the last 
two seasons.

Early in January 2019 Norton 
stood down and Gavin Hurren 
was appointed as manager. 
Unfortunately, at the end of the 
season, Gresley were relegated 
from the Evo-Stik East to the 
Midland League. Hurren left early 
in the new season to be replaced 
by David McDermott.
Gresley’s results failed to improve 
and in February McDermott was 
relieved of his position. Former 
manager Gary Norton again 
stepped in to steer the ship until 
the end of the season.

Gresley Rovers Return

During the summer of 2020, the 
Gresley FC board met to discuss 
the possibility of re-naming the 
club and a unanimous decision 

saw the Gresley Rovers name 
return to non-league football. 
Joint managers of Carl Abbott, 
Gary Norton and assistant 
manager Paul Thomlinson had 
the job of recruiting their players 
after the previous season was 
curtailed due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and non-league football 
allowed to start again.

After a stop/start end of 
season the FA completed their 
reorganisation of non-league 
football and Rovers were placed 
in the new United Counties North 
Division under the leadership of 
Carl Abbott.

2021-2022 proved to be a 
successful season finishing 
runners-up in the United Counties 
league but gained promotion due 
to points-per-game and are now 
members of the Northern Premier 
League Midland Division for 
2022-2023.

A difficult first season back at step 
4 ended with Rovers gaining the 
points to enable them to keep 
our place in the Northern Premier 
League Midland Division for 
another season. 

2023-2024 was a deeply 
disappointing season for Rovers. 
A poor start saw manager Carl 
Abbott relieved of his duties in 
October and Marc Strzyzewski 
appointed but things did not 
improve and after a relegation 
position for most of the remaining 
season and relegation to Step 
5 saw Strzyzewski also let go 
during the close season.

Carl Abbott returned as manager 
for the new season

   gresley Rovers history continued
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Hello, and welcome back to the 
Moat Ground!

Our season is well underway for 
all of our teams from reserves 
down to our under 13’s, with our 
13’s – 16’s starting last weekend 
in the Midland Junior Premier 
League.

Our u13’s started their first 
season with us last weekend 
after a successful trial period all 
the players and put in a positive 
performance at home vs Blaby & 
Whetstone.  It’s really an exciting 
time for the new group.

Our reserve team have had some 
mixed fortunes in terms of results 
since the start of the Central 
Midlands Alliance Premier.

With a packed schedule of 
Saturday and Tuesday games 
throughout August and so far in 
September, it’s not allowed the 
team to train with many of our 
younger players in the squad 
(some still only 16), adapting to 
the challenges of playing senior 
football.

To find out more around all of our 
squads, follow our social media:

X: @GresleyAcademy
Facebook: Gresley Rovers 
Academy

Under 18’s through to next 
round of the FA Youth Cup

Congratulations to our under 18’s 
who last week went through to 
the next round of the FA Youth 
Cup beating Eastwood CFC at 
Eastwood.

They now play away at Newcastle 
Town on Thursday. The 3rd 
qualifying round is the furthest 
a youth team from Gresley has 
managed to reach so we wish 
them every success. 

The under 18’s have been drawn 
away against Birstall United 
Social in the next preliminary 
round on Thursday 19th 
September. 

Sunday Coaching Club 
(4-12 year olds)

Our Sunday Coaching Club 
sessions are for children aged 
4-12 years old which we split into 
3 separate age groups for the 
sessions.

We do not look to put them 
in teams at this age as our 
focus is to work on a different 
football specific topic each week 
(dribbling, passing etc).to improve 
and develop their fundamental 
football skills.

Due to the popularity of the 
sessions, we run two sessions; 
9am - 10am, and 10:15am 
- 11:15am at £5 per session 
payable upfront for the month, 
with the first 2 weeks being free!

If you are interested in joining our 
sessions please email: 
matt.toulson@gresleyrovers.com

Enjoy today’s game and Come on 
you Moatmen!

Matt Toulson 
Director of Football (Youth 
Development) and Community

   gresley Rovers in the community & Academy
“To improve the lives of people within the local community by increasing participation in sport, 

and putting Gresley Rovers at the heart of the community”
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2024-2025 stats

Goal Scorers League FA Cup FA Vase League Cup County Cup Total

Jamie Sleigh 5 1 1 7
Fin Barker 1 1 1 3
Jenson Cooper 1 2 3
Dylan Hunniford 3 3
Kane Lee 2 1 3
Danny Munday 2 1 3
Ryan King 2 2
Alby Lansdowne 2 2
Jake Meakin 1 1 2
Louie Anthony 1 1
Nathan Banton 1 1
Tristan Burke 1 1
Ethan Goodfellow 1 1
Ste Hart 1 1
Phil Kowalski 1 1

Own Goal 1 1

24 5 1 5 35
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Harrison Solomon 3

Fin Barker 2

Alby Lansdowne 2

Will Robinson 2

Jacob Sturgess 2

Nathan Banton 1

Jude Collins 1

Dylan Hunniford 1

Kane Lee 1

Jake Meakin 1

Danny Munday 1

Osaze Okuonghae 1

Charlie Wood 1

Games Low High Ave Total
Bourne Town 4 252 347 287 1148
Gresley Rovers 6 238 318 282 1694
Hucknall Town 8 206 336 256 2051
Deeping Rangers 4 112 492 225 901
Ashby Ivanoe 3 143 358 218 653
Newark Town 7 146 263 208 1454
Lincoln United 7 130 311 202 1413
Shirebrook Town 5 109 448 189 945
Kimberley MW 8 101 262 183 1465
Melton Town 6 118 255 176 1058
Skegness Town 7 121 281 179 1253
Harrowby United 6 91 437 175 1047
Wisbech Town 7 145 202 168 1177
Sleaford Town 8 103 226 167 1334
Newark & Sherwood 7 82 239 152 1061
Eastwood CFC 6 101 310 149 895
Heanor Town 6 81 227 138 828
Boston Town 6 67 159 109 652
AFC Mansfield 7 51 114 78 548
Belper United 8 45 92 65 516

Home League Attendances

Last updated: 10pm, Saturday 12th October 2024
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2024-2025 Tables 

P W D L F A Pts

1 Lincoln United 14 11 1 2 36 12 34

2 Eastwood CFC 14 10 2 2 40 14 32

3 Bourne Town 12 8 2 2 29 13 26

4 Newark Town 14 7 5 2 34 21 26

5 AFC Mansfield 13 8 1 4 30 18 25

6 Melton Town 12 7 3 2 33 15 24

7 Belper United 13 7 1 5 30 26 22

8 Newark & Sherwood 11 6 2 3 26 19 20

9 Sleaford Town 13 6 1 6 19 23 19

10 Boston Town 12 6 0 6 12 16 18

11 Heanor Town 11 5 2 4 17 13 17

12 Harrowby United 12 5 1 6 24 25 16

13 Skegness Town 13 5 1 7 17 18 16

14 Ashby Ivanhoe 12 4 3 5 19 21 15

15 Gresley Rovers 14 3 4 7 24 34 13

16 Hucknall Town 13 3 2 8 15 25 11

17 Wisbech Town 14 3 1 10 19 42 10

18 Shirebrook Town 13 2 3 8 11 33 9

19 Kimberley Miners Welfare 13 1 2 10 17 36 5

20 Deeping Rangers 11 1 1 9 8 36 4

P W D L F A Pts

1 South Normanton Athletic 10 10 0 0 42 7 30

2 Linby Colliery 11 9 0 2 33 9 27

3 Wirksworth Ivanhoe 12 8 2 2 36 26 26

4 Melbourne Dynamo 9 8 0 1 22 6 24

5 Graham Street Prims 11 8 0 3 23 9 24

6 Cromford & Worksworth Town 11 6 3 2 29 14 21

7 Holbrook St Michaels 7 4 1 2 10 8 13

8 Mansfield Hosiery Mills 11 4 1 6 22 35 13

9 Mickleover 11 4 0 7 18 27 12

10 Holbrook Sports 13 3 3 7 17 29 12

11 Derby Singh Brothers 13 3 2 8 20 27 11

12 Arnold Town 9 3 1 5 20 25 10

13 Mickleover RBL 8 2 3 3 15 16 9

14 AFC Normanton 11 2 2 7 19 28 8

15 Bakewell Town 8 2 1 5 10 20 7

16 Gresley Rovers 11 1 1 9 12 42 4

17 Teversall 10 1 0 9 9 35 3

P W D L F A Pts

1 Mountsorrel Juniors 5 4 0 1 13 7 12

2 Holwell Sports 5 3 0 2 13 9 9

3 Gresley Rovers 2 2 0 0 13 5 6

4 Quorn 3 2 0 1 11 6 6

5 Heather St Johns 4 2 0 2 6 5 6

6 Kirby Muxloe Midweek 3 1 1 1 13 4 4

7 Ashby Ivanhoe Knights 4 1 1 2 5 9 4

8 Coalville Town Ravens 2 1 0 1 4 2 3

9 Birstall United Social 3 0 0 3 4 17 0

10 Graham Street Prims 3 0 0 3 2 20 0

Leicestershire Midweek Floodlit Youth LeagueLast updated: 7pm, Saturday 12th October 2024

League Top Five Scorers

United Counties Premier League North Central Midlands Alliance Premier Division South

Last updated: 10pm, Saturday 12th October 2024

Last updated: 10pm, Saturday 12th October 2024

Name Team Goals

Kieran Cummings Newark & Sherwood 17
Ryan Ingram AFC Mansfield 18
William Bird Bourne Town 16
Zacorie Allen Bourne Town 15
Ryan Rushen Newark Town 13

Last updated: 7pm, Saturday 12th October 2024

P W D L F A Pts

1 Gresley Rovers 6 4 1 1 21 18 13

2 Castle Donington 5 4 0 1 31 5 12

3 Belper Town Ladies 6 3 0 3 16 27 9

4 Matlock Town 3 2 1 0 12 6 7

5 Hilton Harriers 5 2 0 3 11 20 6

6 Bakewell Town Juniors 4 1 1 2 10 10 4

7 Stanton Ilkeston 5 1 1 3 6 12 4

8 Ashbourne 4 0 0 4 2 11 0

Derbyshire Ladies League Division 2

Last updated: 6pm, Sunday 6th October 2024
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